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1. Claims 1-12 (Original) 

As already mentioned, claims 1-7 are copied verbatim from Application Publication 
No. 2002/0055189, (enclosed for consideration) published May 9, 2002. Each claim's 
patentability is now being studied. Support for these claims has yet to be determined. 

Along these lines, new claims 8-12 parallel those from Publication No. 2002/0055189. 

Support for each claim may be foimd, e.g., in the specification as filed. 

It is believed that claims of the ' 189 publication would correspond to coimt(s) based on 
pending claims 1-12 of this application. Applicants are contemplating preparing a request for 
interference under Rule 604 to be submitted at a later date. 

Each claim 1-12 was entered into application no. 09/514,245, filed February 28, 2000, 
and thus each claim is not barred by 35 U.S.C. § 135(b). 
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2. Claims 13^15 (New) 

New claims 13-15 are copied verbatim from U.S. Pat. No. 6,573,081, issued June 3, 
2003 (enclosed for consideration). Each claim's patentability is now being studied. Support 
for these claims has yet to be determined. 

It is believed that claims of the '081 patent would correspond to count(s) based on 
pending claims 13-15 of this application. Applicants are contemplating preparing a request for 
interference to be submitted at a later date. 

Each claim 13-15 was entered into the present application on June 3, 2004, one-year 
after the '081 patent issued, and thus each claim is not barred by 35 U.S.C. § 135(b). 



RespectfiiUy submitted. 
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